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THEME: When the set time had come, GOD sent His 

only begotten Son Jesus Christ  

SLOGAN: Thanks be to GOD for HIS indescribable gift 

to mankind    

  ITôS CHRISTMAS TIME AGAIN. 

Godôs gift to the whole of mankind 

was his only begotten Son. The wel-

come phrase-ñOne size fits allò. 

Yes this reminds us of the best gift 

for Christmas. The good news  that 

Jesus Christ is for everyone.  

The shepherds were the poorest and 

they saw Christ - the baby infant 

Jesus first! Then the rich and fa-

mous followed those were the three 

Wise Men from the EAST with pre-

sents for the new born king of man-

kind; Gold - Frankincense and 

Myrrh. They were good and God 

fearing; rich and educated wise men. They took an alternate 

route back home avoiding Herod the rich king who was   a 

ódevilô - a child murderer of the highest order.òThe simple act 

of FAITH in Jesus Christ grants eternal life to those who trust 

in HIM ñ (John 3:16) Christ is for everyone  - rich or poor 

who believe in HIM. God Made His home with us so that we 

should make our home with HIM. Godôs gift to the wicked 

world full of WAR and horror is the life giving Messiah; The 

Savior; HIS SON. May all of us know the peace of Christmas 

every day of the year. Long before CHRISTôS birth in Bethle-

hem the Prophets foretold the COMING of THE MESSIAH 

to save mankind. Those who walk with the LORD wonôt run 

from the needs of others. For God so loved the people of the 

world; that HE sent His only Son to Redeem us. May the 

peace and joy and hope and love  brought about  through the 

birth of Jesus on that first Christmas in Bethlehem be with 

you and your families.  

Wishing you all a Happy and Blessed Christmas and a  Peace-

ful and Prosperous NEW YEAR 2017. 

DEHIWALA CLUB SPONSORS & HELPS START  

BANDARAWELA MENETTES CLUB IN DECEMBER 2016 

    THE  

 BANDA-

RAWELA      

 MENETTES  

 
Mnt. Wendy Mathiasz (President) 

Mnt. Ruth Perera (Secretary) 

Mnt. Romaine Wickrema Arachchi (Treasurer) 

Mnt. Susan Pereira 

Mnt. Irene Barthelot 

Mnt. Padma Kumari Vyse 

Mnt. Anoma Kariyawasam 

Mnt. Ramani Harding 

Mnt.Bernadette Gamage  

Mnt. Samanthika Peitersz 
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We wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosper-

ous New Year. Every Christmas at Midnight Mass our Parish Priest delivers 

a really good sermon to a packed church In Kotte.  Yes, Kotte was once the 

capital of the KOTTE KINGDOM; there was also the Kandyan kingdom 

and the Jaffna kingdom in the time of the Portuguese occupation of the 

Maritime Provinces of the Island from 1505 to 1658. The Portuguese intro-

duced the Roman Catholic religion here in the coastal belt we refer to as the 

Maritime. However During the Dutch period from 1658 to 1796 the Roman 

Catholic religion suffered setbacks and persecutions;  but  the brave Rev 

Father Joseph Vaz  ( now a SAINT)  and secondly  a little later ,  Rev Fa-

ther Gonzales who joined him here  ; who  both came from Goa , reor-

ganized the  R C religion very efficiently and  the  Religion  made vast 

strides  in Ceylon; as we see it to the present day in modern Sri Lanka. On 

Christmas day we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and it is the prime rea-

son for the Christmas festive Season. From Midnight Mass on the 24th Dec 

up to the feast of the Epiphany in the first week of January, Christians cele-

brate Christmas the world over during this period. 

The three wise Men visited the Holy family in that little stable in the base-

ment of an Inn, in Bethlehem long years ago. Time goes by and soon it will 

be AD 2017. That moment when Christ was born changed the world forev-

er. We believe in the holy TRINITY. God loves us and so HE sent HIS only 

begotten SON to SAVE mankind.  Jesus is our SAVIOUR and our RE-

DEEMER.  

During this happy season; lets us ponder how we in modern society treat 

homeless people?  The displaced children the Orphans due to Wars in some 

places of the Middle East  and some parts of Africa. Think about and send 

help to the refugees. Dread the horror killings such as the beheadings; the 

murders in conflict zones. Itôs all happening in a terri-

ble way in the modern world. We Catholics believe 

that HE will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. That will be HIS second coming. We have read 

about Armageddon havenôt we? 
                     

                          YM Shane Balthazaar 

EDITORIAL 

 

The New year is a good time to start afresh and work harder for the 

clubs success. It is also a good time to visit our friends and relations. 

Moreover, it is the best time to patch up differences and make peace 

with the people we have fallen out with for petty differences. We must 

strengthen relationships. We must face the new year soberly. We must, 

of course, attend  our get-together and fellowship which is very im-

portant but we must also remember our spiritual obligations at 

our  respective places of worship.  
 

Here in Sri Lanka, with our very old and sound culture; the streets are 

really better than some countries abroad. We must spread loyalty 

among the members of the club and we must work for the success of 

the club and take pride in performing our duties. We must pray to God 

for His blessings and protection in 2017.We must seek His guidance. 

We should bring in a few new members, which will be a good idea to 

implement. The fund raiser that we discussed at a meeting some 

months ago must get off the ground. In 2017, we must have our fund 

raiser. New year comes with Hopes in our mind. We must activate 

these new ideas and  ventures; as time flies. Our dreams must be real-

ized. At present, our club has 16 members and 10 Menettes but we 

need more activity in community services once again. Another remind-

er that very soon we will be in our second semester for 2016 - 17. 
 

My wife Dayangani and I wish all the members of the y's Men's Club 

and the Menettes Club of Dehiwela, the SEASONS GREETINGS and 

a happy, peaceful and prosperous New year 2017. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB PRESIDENT - YM ASOKA PEIRIS 
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CHRISTMAS CHARITY BY THE DEHIWELA CLUB  

 We, the members of the Yôs Menôs Club of Dehiwela contributed towards 

a very needy cause. It was towards a school at Mt Lavania, down Sam-

udrasanna Road, known as óNavodaya Special Childrenss Foundation, 

which is a school for children with special needs. 

 

There are forty eight children both boys and girls, six teachers, helpers and 

a head mistress. This school does not charge any fees from the parents for 

the education of their children. It is totally run by individuals with the gifts 

and donations of well-wishers. The children are day scholars who come  

and learn to improve their mental, aesthetic and social skills. 

 

We took the initiative to help them with some food items. Therefore with 

the cash contributions from our members as well as a few friends of ours 

we purchased the following items and donated them to this school. 

 

Rice  5kg x 5bags 

Noodles    3kg x 5pkts 

Canned fish   5large cans 

Gram                                 1kg 

Cowpea                             1kg 

Green gram          1kg 

Sugar 5kg 

  

 

YM Gladwin Philips  

Club Secretary 2016/2017 

Yôs Men Club of  Dehiwala 

 

         OCTOBER  

2nd YY Shaunel De Kretser 

14th  YY  Asanka Peiris 

15th  Mnt. Jeyam Kandiah  

28th Y Spouse Chatura Jayathilaka 

31st  YY Taryne De Kretser 

        NOVEMBER  

2nd  YM Gladwin Philips 

6th   Mnt. Barbara Holsinger     

12th   YY Natasha Balthazaar 

15th   YY Michele Peiris  

18th   YY Jeremy Holsinger  

18th   LYM Dawn De Kretser 

 DECEMBER  

 4th Ben Bastiampillai 

 4th  YM Malcolm Dias  

 6th  YY Yohan Philips 

            10th  YY Shannon De Kretser 

 

The LIGHT also extends warm wishes to those whose names we have 

missed in our birthday and anniversary listings.  

  WEDDING   ANNIVERSARIES  
                                       

3rd Dec  YY Romesh & YY Ramani  

                    Kandiah 
                                              

27th Dec  Mnt. Barbara & the late Shirley 

         Holsinger     
 

27th Dec  YM Malcolm & Mnt. Bernie Dias   
                                  

 29th Dec  YM Gladwin & Mnt. Jayakumari Philips 
 

30th Dec  YM Shane & Mnt. Jayanthi Balthazaar                

g r e e t I n g s  


