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Christmas is the nicest time of
the year The season goes on during the whole month of December, well into the new year, till
the feast of Epiphany in the first
week o f January. We enjoy
PEACE in Sri Lan ka and we got
to thank the heroic men and
wo men of the three Fo rces for defeating the terrorists five years
ago. In many regions of the world now a days people are suffering
and perishing due to War and terroris m.
We are usually judged by the work we do and often this is the true
testament of a person - the quality of our work leaves a lasting
impression.
But the glory of the wo rk of JESUS does not end with Him but
points to the ultimate source which is His Father. Therefore, this
festive season and in the future, let our lives be a true reflect ion of
the greatness of OUR M ESSIAH.
As Y's Men, Y's Women and Y's Youth, we must work hard for the
country. We must take an active role in the co mmunity service
activities of our reg ion and Clubs.
Love, Care, Togetherness and Friendship ... that's the message for
Christmas 2014. This is what makes the season of Christ mas
unique. Christmas is the celebration of the Birth of The Messiah the Savior of mankind. Joy resounds in the hearts of those who
believe in the miracle of Christmas. Christmas brings glad tidings
of joy. Christ, the Greatest Man who ever lived, was born in Bethlehem. In the modern world HIS birth is celebrated in grand style
with po mp and pageantry in all the countries of the world; but let
us reflect how simp le his birthday was on a cold night in a stable.
His first visitors were the poor Shepherds who were out on duty at
Shepherds field in Bethlehem. They rushed to the stable on seeing
the STAR of Bethlehem and after an Angel appeared to them
bringing them glad tid ings of the birth of the Messiah. May the
image of Christmas bless you all and your families abundantly with
Heavenly gifts and fill your hearts WITH DIVINE LIGHT.
Merry Christ mas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year 2015.

Top: PRD RDE Saro jin i Nagendran at the recent RDE Train ing in Chiang mai Thailand
Middle: Deh iwela club donates English books to needy children of Bandarawela in the presence of the Parish Priest: Christmas is the time for giving .
Bottom: Fund raising project by Young Moratuwa

From your editors desk
Simplicity at Christmas
Children can't wait to open their gifts.
And adults exchange gifts- yes; that's because it is Christmas time once again and
how soon the year has gone by. Christmas
brings happiness as we commemorate the
Birth of Jesus Christ. We will go for Mass
with our dear ones. We renew friendships
with relatives who have been distant to us.
That's life! Christmas is the best time to
patch up differences with friends- after all
life is short and nothing is eternal or ever lasting on this earth. May we all
show one another love and patience. Don't let Christmas bring strife to
your homes. This great feast day of The Messiah must be celebrated happily and peacefully in the best possible way in your home. Even a simple
Christmas can be made into a happy one. The present cost of living is the
reason for this requirement. Don't forget the true spirit of Christmas. How
simple the first Christmas was but how great and powerful it turned out to
be, that's why we all run around excitingly, even after two millenniums!
The greatest Man who ever lived was born on that day in Bethlehem now
situated in the modern day West Bank of the River Jordan and annexed to
Israel. We pray to the Child Jesus, Saint Joseph his Foster Father and
Mother Mary, the Queen of queens, to bless our country Sri Lanka and
Y's Men International- in particular the Sri Lankan Region; for a successful year ahead of us. May the wonder of Christmas be with us all. We
must remember that it is the season of giving love and sharing what ever
we can with a few who need help. Kindness is a must as the spirit of
Christmas shines through.
A Silent night A star above,
A blessed gift of hope and love.
A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW
YEAR WITH FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION
AMONG OUR CLUBS IN SRI LANKA. LET’S
WORK TOGETHER IN THE NEW YEAR.
Regards,
Shane Balthazaar
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CHALLENGES WE FACE AND ACTIONS WE NEED
Challenge No.1
„Planning and Control‟ function from club to Internati onal level : To imp rove our
effectiveness, we need a better monitoring system at all levels of our organisation. At
regular intervals, we need to monitor our performance against our own plans and goals.
‘It is better to fail with a plan rather than without a plan’ because a plan gives us an
opportunity to monitor achievements regularly and bring the activities back on the
track. Th is activity is needed fro m the Club to the International level. It will lead us to
success in the end.
Action proposed to meet Challenge No.1
A format has been sent to the APs and the ISDs of 2014-15 for monitoring and reporting performance against their own goals, by the end of every quarter to the IP and the
ISG. The APs and the ISDs are requested to introduce such a system down the level.
All successful organisations, whether corporate or social, have a system of p lanning,
implementing, monitoring and controlling at regular intervals for efficient and effect ive
management. They do not stop with planning and then wait for things to happen.
Challenge No.2
Extension as part of our g oals of „ Towards 2022‟ : Efforts for Extension is praiseworthy. But, to reach the goals of ‘Towards 2022’, we have to go miles and miles.
Action proposed to meet Challenge No.2
Extension to be tried tirelessly. YMI and YM CA to work together for extension based
on Principles of Partnership and Memorandum o f Understanding signed between them.
Both of them have to come out of the shell and start helping each other, rather than
making empty promises. In order to inspire extension beyond borders (one country
sponsoring new club in another country), suitable motivational International Award
shall be introduced. ISD Extension has already come out with a criteria for ‘Extension
Beyond Borders’ Awards (‘EBBA ’).
Challenge No.3
Lack of Funds and Lack of growth: On analysing the financial reports for previous
years including that of 2013-'14 we find that we do not have sufficient funds for our
regular and essential operations like extension activities, travel for orientation, train ing
camps, meetings, workshops, conclaves, etc. Without sufficient funds for these basic
needs, no organisation can grow. The sad and real part is that we are not growing! Can
we afford to continue at this level of performance?
Action proposed to meet Challenge No.3
To find ways and means to make more funds available for the regular and essential
operations of our organisation through reducing expenses and increasing income.
SDS funding procedure also needs a second look as the funding has not yielded proposed objectives of the policy.
Challenge No.4
Vast di fference in membership between Areas : The membership varies very widely
between Areas. (200+ to 10000+). This is not a healthy trend for effective ad min istration and management.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 4

Continued from page 3
Action proposed to meet Challenge No.4
A re-grouping of Areas for mo re balanced membership is another challenge, for
which we have to find an answer.
Challenge No.5
Member-wise data base: We need to further discuss the introduction of a member
-wise data bank with the capacity to automatically update upon input of semester
data from the RDs. This will make for better accountability in membership.
Challenge No.6
Effecti ve depl oyment of „ Towards 2022' action plans : We do not seem to give
the much needed importance to our own vision in this regard. Any negative attitude to be done away with.
Action proposed to meet Challenge No.6
Celebration of Y’s Week
Y‟ s Week – How to celebrate?
Maximu m nu mber of Public Relat ion (PR) activ ities by Clubs at local or District
level. Our motto ‘To acknowledge the duty that accompanies every right’ and the
community service activ ities, we take up based on our motto, to be made known to
the public through suitable means. Choose this week as a week for inauguration of
fresh major co mmun ity service programmes. Treat the week as the ‘membership
extension week’ of the year and induct members in groups to our clubs/Movement.
Collect maximu m amount of donations for our International projects RBM and
TOF GP during this week
A PERFORMANCE ANALYS IS FOR INTROSPECTION
Performance Parameters of a social organisation are:
1. Gro wth in Membership
2. Gro wth in service act ivities
3. Management Effect iveness and Efficiency
4. Financial stability and availability of resources
Now let us analyse and see where we are:
1. Growth in Membership:
Our Membership has remained almost static over the past many years. This is not
a good sign for any organisation. Fro m 2010-'11 to 2013-'14 (4 years) we spent a
huge amount of CHF 509986/ - for development of Y’sdom in all Areas through
SDS, BF4 and LT funds, meant only fo r extension, travel and training. Overall
result is not encouraging
2. Gro wth in service (TOF & RBM): We are doing well in the fields of TOF –
GPF and also in RBM by sharing what the Almighty has given us. Many of our
unfortunate brethren are being served by us through these projects. Let us continue
our efforts and do more and more service for mankind. I am happy to see that
some of our Areas are excelling in co mmunity service to the needy in the local
community. They also serve the sick and the old through their service. This merits
appreciation. Let us continue to acknowledge our duty that accompanies every
right.
Continued on page 5
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3. Management Effecti veness and Efficiency:
When the effectiveness and efficiency are expressed in terms of increase in membership, we do not have much to claim. SDS funding for Extension, in spite of sincere efforts by Areas, do not give the desired results.
Per-capita contribution for our International p rojects varies widely between Areas.
In this regard, better attention and better contributions are warranted fro m all Areas.
4. Fi nancial stability and availability of resources
Any organisation, whether corporate or social, needs funds for its operations. We
have our Operating funds and Programme funds. It is essential that we have a clear
picture of our financial status to effectively continue our activities.
Withdrawing the special dues status and eliminating 50% dues status for Youth
have helped us to imp rove inflow of funds. We have to wait for 2 mo re years to get
the full benefits.
As it stands, only around 10% of our total inco me is available to us as ‘working
capital’ for our regular and much needed activities like M YM/ICM , Meetings,
Workshops, International training camps, Travel (including travel for extension),
Image build ing, Public Relations, etc. This is far less than what is ideally needed.
Please take initiat ive. Remember the oath we take during our installat ion to any
office in our Movement. Let us be proponents and not merely fo llo wers. Let us
bring in mo re ideas for better performance and more useful service to the co mmunity. Please work untiring ly even to the point of sacrificing our leisure, recreat ion,
social and occasionally domestic and business affairs. We decide whether our
Movement will go forward o r backward, whether it will gain or lose, perhaps even
whether it will live or die.
Indi vi dual efforts can make wonders. But, collecti ve
efforts can create history. Let us create history.
“I shall pass through this worl d but once
Any good therefore I can do or
Any kindness that I can show to any human being
LET ME DO IT NOW
Let me not defer or neglect it
For I shall not pass this way ag ain”
IP Issac Palathinkal
Taken from IP Issac Pal athink al’s newsletter
issue no. 1
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APPRECIATION OF PRD JEAN GODLIEB
By PAP Rita Hettiarachchi
PRD Jean Godlieb jo ined the
Y’s Men’s movement in 1971.
Ever since then, she has worked
tirelessly towards the nurturing
of the Colo mbo Club in the Sri
Lanka region. She was both the
corner stone and the main p illar
of our club.
Jean was a hard-working, intelligent, and very thoughtful person.
She was kind to all the members
not only in her own club but to
all members in the Sri Lan ka
region. She was loved and respected by all. One of her best
traits was that she always did a
perfect job in whatever task she handled.
She never left anything half done. No matter how d ifficu lt a task was, she could be
counted on. No matter what, she always got it done—she was one of the most reliable persons I knew. She was a perfect secretary, an exemp lary leader, a friendly
supporter to each and every member. Jean had a passion for Y’sdom.
She could perfectly balance her career, her family and her involvement in the
movement.
Jean served on the Regional Board continuously in various positions as Regional
Service Director, Reg ional Secretary on three occasions and Regional Serv ice Director for Leadership Train ing on several occasions. Jean was elected Regional
Director in 1989/ 1990 and thus became the first wo man Regional Director o f Asia
Area of Y’s Men International. She was able to extend her services to serve as
Area Service Director on several occasions and I had the opportunity of inviting
her to serve as Asia Area Secretary in 2008/ 09 during my tenure of office as Area
President. Her unstinted service as the Area Convention Secretary during the Asia
Area Convention in 2008/ 2009 was noteworthy.
Jean remained an integral part of Sri Lan ka Y’s dom and continued to render her
valuable support & service to the Colo mbo club right until she fell ill.
She has always been there when a member needed her and now we miss her so
dearly. It isn’t possible to put into words the importance of her friendship and guidance and how much Jean meant to all of us.
We know that if she were here today she would be telling us all to cheer up and
think about how wonderful her life was. She would want us to celebrate her life
and not be sad about losing her.
However, the members of the Co lo mbo club will always miss her and will cherish
our memo ries of her forever. May her soul rest with Jesus!
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POPE FRANCIS AND SRI LANKA

Pope Francis arrives in Sri Lanka at 9 a.m. on January 13 and will
be accorded a State welcome at the Bandaranaike International Airport. Thereafter, the Pontiff will proceed along the Negombo road to
the Archbishop’s House where he will meet the Cardinal and our
Bishops.
The Holy Father will meet H.E. the President and thereafter meet
religious leaders at the BMICH. A stamp to mark the visit of the
Holy Father will be issued on the same day.
The main event of the Pope’s visit, which is to Canonize Blessed
Joseph Vaz, will take place at the Galle Face Green on the following
day, 14th January at 8.30 a.m. Thereafter, the Pope will visit the
Madhu Shrine at about 2 pm the same day for a prayer service and
return to Colombo. He will leave for Manila on the 15th.
“The visit of the Holy Father is a landmark occasion for Sri Lanka.
We warmly welcome Pope Francis to our country which is rich in
religious and cultural values. We must use this occasion to demonstrate to the world our values”, said Cardinal MALCOLM RANJITH in Colombo recently.
Pope Francis is known for his simplicity and love for the poor
which has inspired the church to commit itself to the mission of Jesus Christ, to abide in love, which is also the theme of the Holy Father’s visit to Sri Lanka.
Pope Francis always preferred to travel on a simple vehicle. As
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis had no car and lived in a
simple apartment and cooked his meals himself those days. He still
lives a simple life .
Sent by RSD YY Natasha
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Some facts about Pope Francis
For many Catholics and Non-Catholics who are wondering whether a Pope with one lung will
have the strength and stamina to deal with controversial topics like sex scandals, Pope Francis’
life as a child, teen, young man, and former Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio will speak for itself.
Born as the son of an Italian railway worker
Pope Francis was born as Jorge M ario Bergoglio on Dec. 17, 1936, in Buenos Aires, Argentina’s capital city, to Italian immigrants M ario José Bergoglio, a railway worker, and his wife,
Regina M aría Sívori, a housewife.
Losing one lung
When Pope Francis was a teenager, he had a lung removed as a result of a respiratory illness
and lung infection.
A master’s degree in chemistry
After studying chemistry at the University of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis received a master’s
degree in chemistry. According to a Catholic Herald report, Pope Francis “studied liberal arts
in Santiago, Chile, and in 1960 earned a degree in philosophy also.
The Road Less Traveled
Pope Francis entered the Society of Jesus (SJ)on M arch 11, 1958, but was not ordained a
priest until Dec. 13, 1969, because of his years of studies and pursuit of a variety of interests
in philosophy, literature, and teaching. He was already 32.
Simple apartment, cooks his own meal, rides the bus
Becoming the new archbishop of Buenos Aires in 1998 did not change who Pope Francis was
as an individual. He rode the bus, visited the poor, lived in a simple apartment, and cooked his
own meals.
Even in Rome, Pope Francis did not live in the archbishop’s palace but lived in an apartment
where he continued to cook his own meals.
The defender of the family who “washed and kissed the feet of Aids patients”
Pope Francis is the author of books about spirituality and meditation and is the co-author of
the book "Sobre el Cielo y la Tierra" (On Heaven and Earth) which is available on Kindle.
While he is an outspoken person as a defender of the family and is against abortion and samesex marriages, he is also the same human being who, in 2001, “washed and kissed the feet of
Aids patients in a hospice”
Condoms “can be permissible”
Unlike many officials in the Catholic church, Pope Francis believes that condoms “can be
permissible” to prevent infection. Also unlike many other church members, Pope Francis has
never lost his connection with ordinary people. On M arch 13, 2013, CBS New York wrote
that, “He’s lived those 76 years on little buses and bikes and convents, in dusty lanes all
across Latin America. …Bergoglio often rode the bus to work and regularly visited the slums
that ring Argentina’s capital. He considers social outreach, rather than doctrinal battles, to be
the essential business of the Church.”
Expect the unexpected
Even though Pope Francis was believed to have been the runner-up in the last papal conclave
in 2005 that elected Pope Benedict XVI, hardly anybody expected Pope Francis to become the
new pope in 2013. Not only because of Pope Francis’ age or because of his Jesuit background
but also because of his “association with priests involved in liberation theology, a movement
previously frowned upon by the Vatican.”

CALLING ALL MENETTES

Please join with me to say the menettes prayer for God's blessings on each
one of your menettes.
"God bless all Y's Menettes here,
And all whom we hold dear,
As now we pray. To every Y's Menette far and near,
We pledge devotion most sincere;
New zeal our hearts imbue,
And consecrate ourselves anew.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2015
Amen"
As Y's Menettes, we share the warm fellowship of an international organisation, by:
Participation;
Enjoying social activities which oft en involve the whole family;
Attending Regional, Area and International Conventions;
Learning of our friends and fellow members in other count ries through
the "Sister Club programme".
As and when Y's Menettes clubs plan and carry out programmes and projects of their own in support of Y's Men's clubs, the YMCA and the community at local, District, Regional, Area and International levels please let me
have your reports on a regular basis. Also help is needed to develop other
Menettes clubs in the region through our love and constant communication.
Therefore, Kindly all Mnt Presidents and secretaries, let’s get active and do
community service.
Yours Y'sly,
Mnt Ramani Perera-

sent by YM Ranaraj Serasinhe
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A CUP OF COFFEE ON THE WALL
Philippians 2: 1 – 5 – “ Your life in Christ makes you strong,
and His love comforts you. You have fellowship with the Spirit,
and you have kindness and compassion for one another. I
urge you, then, to make me completely happy by having the
same thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one in soul
and mind. Don’t do anything from selfish ambition
or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble towards one
another, always considering ot hers better than yourselves. And look out
for one anot her’s interests, not just for your own. The attitude you should
have is the one that Christ Jesus had.
Jesus Christ, during His life on earth, though did not consider His equality

Continued from page 10
They had only two cups of coffee, but paid for three and left. This time
again the waiter did the same thing. He pasted a piec e of paper on the
wall saying – “A cup of Coffee”. It looked like a custom in this coffee
shop, something unique and amazing for the gentlemen who first came to
the coffee shop. Since they had noting to do with this gesture, they finished
their coffee and paid the bill and left.
After a few days, they visited the coffee shop again and while they were
enjoying their coffee, a man looked like a beggar dressed in shabby

with God, but simply emptied Himself and took the nature of a servant

clothes entered the coffee shop. Poverty was evident from his looks and as

and became obedient to His heavenly Father, even upto His death on

he sat there, he looked at the wall and said “One cup of coffee from the

the cross. All His good deeds were done not only to see the reflections

wall please”. Then the waiter served him a coffee with respect and dig-

of His Heavenly Father, but also to re-shape the minds and hearts of peo-

nity. The beggar drank the coffee and went without paying. Then the wait er

ple. Looking at Jesus’ life and His teachings, we need to re-shape our

came and took off a piece of paper from the wall and threw it in the dust

lives and change our attitudes for the betterment of society.. All what has

bin. Then the two gentlemen realised that the custom was to serve the

been given to us, the gift of listening when someone talks or sharing a

poor people who come to the coffee shop free of charge, but with dignity.

word of encouragement wit h those who are discouraged, we need to ren-

That was the great respect shown by the citizens of that town for the poor

der it in the name of Christ. Because of His great love for us, He imparted

community.

His Holy Spirit to us which we need to flow out to others.

When we analyse this story, along with the other characters, we need to

Story - A gentlemen went with a friend to have coffee in a high class coffee
shop in Venice. While they were enjoying the coffee, they saw another
man ent ering the coffee shop and ordering two cups saying one for him
and one for them on the wall. When the waiter brought coffee for him,
this gentleman paid for two and the waiter hanged a piece of paper on the
wall, with the words written ‘A cup of Coffee’. Then the two gentlemen
who came earlier were curious to know the meaning of “For whom the
coffee on the wall”.
While these two gentlemen who came first were waiting in the coffee shop,
two more men came in and ordered for three coffee cups and said “Two
on the table and one on the wall”.
Continued on page 11
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remember the role played by the wall that reflects the generosity and
care of the people of this town. What a way to show compassion and
maintain human dignity for all.
As we celebrate Christmas this season with friends and family folk, take a
moment and think about the greatest gift God sent for us. The gift of His
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. God chose Mary to bec ome the mother
of Jesus, becaus e of her humble ways. Let us make a difference this
Christmas and make the poor also feel import ant!
Wish you a blessed Chri stmas & a Bright and Peaceful New Year!
PRD Nihal Peiri s
RSD – Chri stian Emphasi s
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SAUTED CHICKEN WITH ORANGE SAUCE

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
John 3: 16 – 17 - “For God so loved the worl d that He
gave His only-begotten Son, so that whoever believes in
Hi m shoul d not perish, but have everlasting life. For God
di d not send His Son into the worl d to condemn the worl d
but in order that they worl d might be saved throug h Hi m.

Ingredients: 4 servings
Chicken, diced 1.2 kg
Knorr hot garlic
recipe mix
1 pkt
Cornstarch
3 tbs
Oil
1 tbs
Orange Juice 300 ml
Honey 3 tbs
Ground ginger 1/4 tsp
Salt and pepper to taste

God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus into this sinful world
to save His people fro m eternal death. Why? Because God
saw the sinfulness of mankind and because He loved the world so much that He
sacrificed His Son to take away our sins. According to the bible the wages of sin is
eternal death. So, to save the people and grant them eternal life, Jesus very unselfishly accepted the humiliation, pain and death on the cross to pay the price for our

Method:
On a skillet, brown
chicken breasts in oil over medium heat,
stir in Knorr Hot Garlic Recipe Mix with 500 ML water.
Cook till juices run clear.
Add orange juice to the pan. When juice just begins to bubble
around the edges of the pan, add cornstarch dissolved in 75ML hot
water. Mix ginger and honey together in a cup, and add to orange
juice. Cook until sauce is thick and slightly browned.
Serve with steamed rice
Contributed by YY Natasha

sins. And now if we accept Jesus as our Saviour and repent of our sins, we can receive salvation. That is the greatest blessing one can receive from the birth of
Christ.
Story - A wealthy man and his son were in the habit of collecting rare works of
art. They often used to admire the beauty of great art work. When the Vietnam
war bro ke out, the son went out for the war because he was a very courageous soldier and subsequently died in the battle field when he tried to rescue another soldier. When the father was notified of this sad news he was grieved and was moaning over his son. After about a month just before Christ mas, there was knocking at

INTERESTING - Y'S MEN INTERNATIONAL NEWS

the door. When he opened the door, there was a young man with a parcel and said

.International elections.

“Sir I am the sol dier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many li ves that

The 2014-internal elections will shortly be underway with voting forms being
sent fro m IHQ at the end of October 2014,and voting -please note will close by
30th January 2015.. In earlier years the IHQ consisted of 21 but fro m 2015 it
will consist of 15. They Have trimmed it down !! Two of the 15 will be Youth
Members.
The last IC was held in Chennai India in the second week of August 2014. It
was IC 71.
The week of Prayer
This was in November It was called YM CA week of prayer fro m 9th to 15th
Nov 2014. The theme was "Bold and t ransformat ion Leadership".
Page 12

day and was carrying me for safety when a bullet struck hi m in the heart and
he died i nstantly. He often talked about you, and your passion for art”. Then
the young soldier held out a picture drawn by him of a portrait of h is friend who
died and showed it to the father. The father stared at his son’s portrait with tears in
his eyes and thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. But the
soldier did not accept any money fro m h im and said he painted the picture in return
to what his friend did for h im.

Continued on page 14
Page 13

Continued from page 13

RD WISHES ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS

The father hung the portrait in his house and showed it to everyone who visited him.
After a few months, the father died and there was a great auction of paintings he had
done. Many bought beautiful paintings and the son’s portrait too was on show for
auction.
The auctioneer pounded his gavel to start bidding for the picture of the son, but there
were so me who wanted other paintings as well. But the auctioneer persisted to bid for
the portrait of the son. Then someone there shouted and said “ we di dn’t come to see
this painti ng, when there are many other better ones” and requested to get on
with the bids. But the auctioneer continued to bid the son’s portrait. Finally a voice
came fro m the back of the roo m, who was the long time gardener of that house. He
said “I’ll give $10 for the painting” because that was all he could afford. But because the crowd shouted to go ahead with the other paintings, the auctioneer sold the
portrait of the son for $10. Afterwards the others shouted to get on with the other

The Regional Director 2014-15,
YL Dushyanthi Latino wishes all
Y's Men,Y's Ladies and
Y's Youth and all Y's Mnts of
Y's Men International Sri Lanka
Region;
A VERY HAPPY AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS
AND
A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS 2015.
The New year dawns with two major events here in our beautiful
island home:
that of the POPE's Visit and the Canonization of Blessed Joseph Vaz
on 14th January 2015.
PAP PRD RITA AND HUSBAND PATRICK WITH AREA PERSONALITIES OF Y'S DOM

collection of paintings. But the auctioneer laid down h is gavel and said “sorry the
aucti on is over and sai d - When I was called to conduct this auction, I was tol d
of a secret stipulation in the will which I was not allowed to reveal until the
painting of the son woul d be aucti oned. Whoever bought that painting woul d
inherit the entire estate, including the pai ntings”. So, the gardener who took the
son’s portrait got the entire wealth.
In a similar way, God gave His Son to this world to die on the cross so
that whoever believed in Him shall have eternal life.
Are we certain to i nherit the king dom of God!
By Mnt. Ramya Peiris
A little humor:
*Cyclone* *
Bank manager asks Udurawana in an interview: "What is a cyclone?"
Udurawana: "It is the loan given to purchase a cycle"
* *Skeleton* *
Interviewer: What is a skeleton?
Udurawana: Sir, skeleton is a person who started dieting, but forgot to stop it!!
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